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Mississippi State University 
Informed Consent Form for Participation in Research 

 
Title of Research Study: Literacy Histories and their Effect on Learning and Teaching 
 
Study Site: University of Pristina, Kosovo 
 
Researchers: Dr. Richard C. Raymond, Head, Department of English, Mississippi State 
University; Fulbright Scholar, University of Pristina, January-June, 2012.  
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this research is to determine how the literacy histories of students and 
professors in the Department of English at the University of Pristina have influenced how 
students learn and how professors teach.  The researcher will also inquire to what extent 
the civil war in the 1990s has influenced each interviewee’s sense of purpose as a 
university student or as a professor.  This research will be part of a six-month stay at the 
University of Pristina, where the researcher will serve as a Fulbright Scholar, a position 
that will include teaching and professional service as well as research and writing.  See 
attached Fulbright application. 
 
Procedures  
 
This research will include a two-part procedure: a survey filled out by participants, 
followed by an interview with the investigator.  The interview will give participants a 
chance to expand on their answers provided on the questionnaire.  The investigator will 
record the interviews with participants who give him permission to do so; all participants, 
even those not recorded, will complete a consent form, giving the investigator 
permission to quote their responses from the survey and from the interview.  Each 
participant will also have the option of responding anonymously and being quoted 
anonymously.  The researcher hopes to secure at least five professors and ten 
students as participants. 
 
The survey will take 30-60 minutes to complete, depending on the level of detail the 
responder chooses to provide.  The survey will include these questions: 
 
Reading and Writing 
 

1. How did you learn to read and write your native language?  Use the space 
below to answer this question.  Begin with your earliest memories of learning to 
read and write, describing the various stages that led to mastery.  Feel free to 
describe the teaching processes of people—teachers, parents, siblings, friends--
who tried to assist you in acquiring literacy, but do not feel obligated to name 
these persons.  Also, please explain how these teaching and learning processes 
shaped your attitude toward reading and writing and your preferences for reading 
materials (e.g., literature, non-fiction, history, science, etc.). 

2. How did you learn to read, write, and speak English?  Use the space below 
to answer this question, focusing, as you did in question #1, on stages of 
learning, learning procedures, teachers. 
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The Civil Conflicts in Kosovo in the 1990s 
 

1. Use the space below to reflect on your primary memory of the warfare in 
Kosovo in the 1990s, particularly as these struggles affected you or your family. 

2. Explain how this memory has affected your sense of the power and limitations of 
written and spoken language in recording past events and in shaping future 
events. 

 
Effects of Your Literacy History and Kosovo’s History on Your Attitude toward 
Learning and Teaching 
 

1. If you are a student at the University of Pristina, use the space below to reflect on 
how your literacy history and the history of Kosovo have shaped your attitude 
toward learning, studying, and obtaining a university degree, as well as your 
professional goals. 

2. If you are a professor at the University of Pristina, use the space below to reflect 
on how your literacy history and the history of Kosovo have shaped your attitude 
toward teaching as well as your professional goals. 

 
The interview for each participant will take 30-60 minutes, depending to what extent 
the interviewee wishes to expand on the answers provided on the survey.  The 
interviewer will encourage each participant to expand on answers that aroused his 
curiosity, but he will respect each participant’s right to decline on providing greater detail. 
 
Risks or Discomforts 
 
Given the violence of Kosovo’s recent past, some professors and students will hesitate 
to participate in this study, fearing disapproval of colleagues, family members, or 
community members.  Some of these persons, no doubt, will decline the invitation to 
participate; others will participate on condition of anonymity.  The consent form, as noted 
above, will promise to preserve requests of anonymity; it will also assure students that 
they will suffer no penalty for declining the invitation to participate.   
 
Benefits 
 
If the researcher succeeds in publishing the results of this study, then subjects will 
experience the pride of seeing their literacy histories blended with the history of their 
new country and preserved in a research record that promotes teaching and learning 
even as it honors their emergence as a nation. 
 
Incentive to participate 
 
Neither professors nor students will receive monetary or academic incentives to 
participate in this study because such rewards would compromise the integrity of the 
research.  As noted above, students will also receive written assurance on the consent 
form that they will not be penalized academically for declining the invitation to 
participate. 
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Confidentiality 
 
As noted above, participants will be audio-taped during the interview if they give 
permission for the recording.  Though the surveys will initially include the names of 
participants, those names will be subsequently removed from the survey of participants 
who request anonymity.  No participants will be video-taped or photographed. 
 
Consent forms will include the following language: 
 

• The researcher will preserve the anonymity of all participants who request 
anonymity when he chooses to use information or direct quotations from the 
survey or the interview in his published work. 

• Professors and students invited to participate in this study will not be penalized in 
any way for declining the invitation. 

• Participants may withdraw from the study at any time.  Those who withdraw will 
not be penalized in any way. 

• Please note that these records will be held by a state entity and therefore are 
subject to disclosure if required by law.  Research information may be shared 
with the MSU Institutional Review Board (IRB) and the Office for Human 
Research Protections (OHRP). 

• The sponsor of this study, the Fulbright U. S. Scholar Program, may also have 
access to the records of the research.   

 
 
Questions 
 
If you have any questions about this research project, please feel free to contact Richard 
Raymond at 662-341-0656.   
 
 
For questions regarding your rights as a research participant, or to express concerns or 
complaints, please feel free to contact the MSU Regulatory Compliance Office by phone 
at 662-325-3994, by e-mail at irb@research.msstate.edu, or on the web at 
http://orc.msstate.edu/participant/. 

mailto:irb@research.msstate.edu�
http://orc.msstate.edu/participant/�
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Voluntary Participation 
Please understand that your participation is voluntary.  Your refusal to participate 
will involve no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.  You 
may discontinue your participation at any time without penalty or loss of benefits.  
 
 
Please take all the time you need to read through this document and decide 
whether you would like to participate in this research study. 
 
If you agree to participate in this research study, please sign below.  You will be given a 
copy of this form for your records. 
 
 
________________________________   __________ 
Participant Signature      Date 
 
 
________________________________   __________ 
Investigator Signature      Date 
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