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Annual Report for 2011 
Rich Raymond, Head 

Department of English 
College of Arts and Sciences 

 
Teaching Activities and Accomplishments 

 
Spring Semester, 2011: EN 4/6723, Restoration and Swift, 15 students,  
 
Fall Semester, 2011:  EN 1173.10, Accelerated Comp II, 19 students 
   EN 4111, Portfolios and Reflective Writing, 16 students 
   EN 2273.01, World Literature before 1600, I, 23 students 
 

Last spring, I thoroughly enjoyed teaching my fourteen majors and one graduate 
student in 4/6723, the Restoration and Swift.  Students wrote a take-home mid-term 
essay focused on the plays of Wycherley, Etherege, Behn, and Congreve; they also wrote 
a final examination essay, relating the themes of Restoration comedy to Gulliver’s 
Travels and to Dryden’s and Swift’s satiric poetry and prose.  Additionally, students 
wrote a critical research paper on Gulliver’s Travels or on other key works from the 
period, such as Behn’s slave narrative, Swift’s moral essays, or Dryden’s religious 
poetry.  My lone graduate student, Chelsea Henshaw, also offered an extemporaneous 
version of her research paper to the class. 
 

To prepare my students for such writing and speaking, I posted “learning 
modules” on our myCourses site.  Each module contained a background lecture to 
contextualize a given reading, as well as writing prompts to be answered in their 
electronic journals or on the Discussion Board, the former helping students to gather 
ideas for their writing, the latter extending our exchange beyond the walls of the 
classroom.  Additionally, thanks to the archiving feature in myCourses, both the journal 
and the Discussion Board encouraged my students to keep up with the reading; they also 
allowed me to give students timely feedback throughout the course and to challenge those 
prone to superficial analysis to dig deeper. 

 
 Naturally, I pitched my World Lit class this fall at a far more elementary level 

than the work described above, but employed similar pedagogical strategies—modules, 
electronic journals, online discussion—to prepare my student to read and write about 
Homer’s The Odyssey, Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex and Antigone, Virgil’s The Aeneid, 
Chrétien’s Arthurian Romances, and Dante’s Inferno.     
 

Not surprisingly, I have also enjoyed working with my 19 Accelerated Comp II 
students this fall.  To ensure coherence for our reading and writing activities, we pursued 
one over-arching theme: personal and social transformations.   
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Students began by reading Glaspell’s Trifles and then writing a persuasive essay 
defending Mrs. Wright on charges of first-degree murder and Mrs. Hale on charges of 
obstruction of justice; I used this assignment to introduce students to deliberative and 
judicial discourse, material they would have learned late in Comp I, had they taken the 
usual sequence.  Next, students learned to blend expository and persuasive writing on the 
elements of fiction in Jewett’s “A White Heron” or in Hurston’s “Sweat.”     

 
We next read Welty’s The Optimist’s Daughter, the subject of their research 

papers.  To prepare students to write their research papers on Welty’s novel, I asked them 
to read O’Connor’s “Greenleaf,” to study a scholarly article on this story, and then to 
study a student essay on the same work.  In addition to analyzing the model essay, my 
students examined the research process that led to that paper, a process that began with 
the student’s “research question” and then moved to a proposal memo that stated a 
research problem and a tentative claim, and then annotated secondary sources likely to 
assist in supporting that claim.  I also spent four days in the library with my students.  
The first day focused on navigating the stacks and the electronic sources, the second day 
on finding sources and taking notes, the other two on one-on-one conferences.  This 
workshop approach gave students plenty of time—with me onsite—to find their materials 
and take notes; it also enabled me to guide them as they evaluated sources, shaped 
hypotheses, and planned an organization. 

 
Finally, after studying the elements of poetry, my students will write a fourth 

essay on poems by Frost, Wordsworth, Elizabeth Bishop, or Seamus Heaney.  Whatever 
the poetic focus, each student will write with the same argumentative purpose: to respond 
to readers who consider poetry a waste of time, having nothing important to teach us 
about how to live our lives. 
 

Their final exam essay will ask them to assess their own strategies as readers, 
writers, and researchers; they will have prepared to write these reflective, self-assessing 
essays by reading reflective writing by Kevin Brockmeier and Anne Lamott.  This 
metacognitive essay will engage students in analyzing not only the strengths and 
weaknesses of their essays but also the effectiveness of the processes—journaling, 
freewriting, drafting, peer-responding, revising—that preceded their ‘products.’ 

 
I also taught senior English majors to write about their writing in our new one-

hour course, EN 4111, Portfolios and Reflective Writing.  These 17 students will 
graduate in May 2011, so our Assessment Committee will get to rate their portfolios and 
their reflective essays, the chief project in this course.  To prepare my students for 
assessing their growth as readers and writers, I asked them to read three scholarly articles 
on metacognition and reflection as well as two reflective essays written by published 
professional writers, and to respond to each reading in personal journals and on our 
myCourses Discussion Board.  I also used peer-response groups and one-on-one 
conferring to help students select pieces for their portfolios, to practice rhetorical analysis 
of their own work, and to assess the effectiveness of their reading, drafting, and revising 
strategies.  In teaching this course, I also re-discovered the wisdom of our colleague Rich 
Wolf, who suggested that we include another kind of reflective, self-assessing writing in 
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this course, the application letter/resume.  Students enjoyed this unit and appreciated its 
utility. 
 

Of course, I haven’t seen my fall evaluations yet, but I’m pleased to report that 
my Restoration students found the seminar challenging but fair.  They said, too, that they 
appreciated my guidance on revision and my emphasis on the linkages between literature 
and rhetoric.   
 

Scholarship 
 

In January 2011, Information Age Press published my pedagogical book titled 
Readings in Writing Courses: Re-placing Literature in Composition  
 

Having completed this pedagogical work, I returned, finally, to the eighteenth 
century.  I’m pleased to report an early success: the CEA Critic has accepted my 30-page 
article on “Teaching Johnson’s Sermons: the Nexus of Literature and Rhetoric.”   

 
I still hope to pursue a study of Sterne’s Tristram Shandy and its overlapping aims 

of discourse, but my up-coming Fulbright sabbatical has temporarily displaced Laurence 
Sterne.  From January through June 2012, in addition to teaching American literature at 
the University of Pristina, Kosovo, I will explore, via surveys and interviews, how the 
literacy histories of students and professors in the Department of English at the 
University of Pristina have influenced how students learn and how professors teach.  I 
will also inquire to what extent the civil war in the 1990s has influenced each 
interviewee’s sense of purpose as a university student or as a professor.  Because this 
study focuses on “human subjects,” I secured IRB approval from MSU and from UP to 
proceed with the project, one, I hope, that will end in book that celebrates individual 
literacy narratives in the context of the ancient Albanian narrative about identity and 
place. 
 

Professional Service  
 
• Chair, BA Assessment Committee 
• Coordinator for successful Post-Colonial and TESOL searches 
• Administrator of travel funding for department 
• Editor, Rhymes and Reasons newsletter 
• Mentor for Tennyson O’Donnell and Don Shaffer, focusing primarily on ways to 

reach their scholarly goals. 
• Member, President’s Committee on Institutional Planning 
• Member, Dean’s Committee on Alternative Instructional Methods 
• Chair, University Committee on Institutional Effectiveness 
• Member, Arts & Sciences Faculty Senate 
• Director, MA Thesis Committee, Heather Craig, topic: Johnson and Austen 
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Administrative Activities  

 
Curriculum and Assessment 

 
• As a follow-up to our Five-Year Strategic Plan, 2010-2015, I have encouraged 

faculty ownership of our assessment procedures by sponsoring discussions on 
teaching proofreading skills and “correctness,” and by passing on reporting duties 
to Lara Dodds (MA program) and Marty Price (core curricular course, EN 2203, 
Introduction to Literature).  I have also consulted with Tommy Anderson and 
Andrea Spain regarding Dr. Kreyling’s recommendation that we expand offerings 
in postcolonial and world literatures. 

• With the invaluable help of Kelly Marsh and Tommy Anderson, I directed our 
assessment plan for the BA major in English, work that included rating 
portfolios, administering surveys, holding exit interviews, and preparing the 
annual assessment progress report.  

• I completed the assessment grids for our BA program; Lara Dodds completed the 
MA assessment grid. 

• Two years ago, responding to an RFP from Academic Outreach and Continuing 
Education, I wrote a successful proposal for three years of funding for an 
online instructor position.  This proposal led to the hiring of Chris Gilmer, who 
now teaches most of our online courses and reports to me.  Though the 
Department has had to ‘pay pack’ AOCE a portion of Dr. Gilmer’s salary (25% 
last year, 50% this coming year), his teaching has still generated a net gain of 
$11K in tuition money for the department.   

• I developed and sent forward a proposal for an online version of EN 2273, 
World Literature before 1800.  The College has approved this course; UCCC 
will consider the course soon.  Once approved, the course will bring $8,000 in 
course-development money to the department. 

• With assistance from online instructor Chris Gilmer and lecturer Peter Olson, I 
have made good progress on developing a proposal for an online Certificate 
Program and Professional Writing.  Chris’ course on Grant Writing has been 
approved at all levels, and Peter will pilot his “Writing on the Web” in spring 
2012, when he will also present a formal proposal for the course.  By fall 2012, 
Chris will have proposed “Technical Writing and Editing” and “Principles of 
Scholarly Writing”; that same semester we hope to put forward a formal proposal 
the Certificate Program 

• I wrote and sent forward a formal proposal to make permanent our pilot program 
in Composition, a program that I devised, promoted, and implemented three 
years ago.  This program allows students with ACT-E scores of 28 or higher to 
enroll in EN 1173, Accelerated Comp II; those who earn a C or higher also 
receive credit (S) for EN 1103, Comp I.  Similarly, Honors College students with 
an ACT-E score of 32 or higher may enroll in Honors Comp II; those who receive 
a C or higher also get credit for Comp I.  This program provides academic 
challenges and streamlined programming for students with strong scores; it also 
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reduces University expenditures on lecturers by reducing the need for sections of 
Comp I.  The proposal has been approved at the UCCC level. 

• In the spring semester, I met with instructors and lecturers to plan our 
assessment of EN 2203 as part of MSU’s assessment of core-curricular courses.  I 
have now passed on supervision of this on-going assessment project to Marty 
Price, as noted above. 

 
Support for Faculty 
 

• I coordinated third-year reviews for Ted Atkinson, Ginger Pizer, Bonnie 
O’Neill, and Don Shaffer, as well as tenure and promotion actions for Ted 
Atkinson and Shalyn Claggett.  I also wrote evaluative responses to each of these 
colleagues. 

• As part of our annual review process, I wrote letters to all professors (21) and 
instructors (11), addressing progress toward goals in scholarship, teaching, and 
professional service. 

• I supported sabbatical applications from Shirley Hanshaw and Robert West (fall 
2011) and granted research reassignments to Lara Dodds (spring 2011) and 
Greg Bentley (fall 2011). 

• I nominated Tommy Anderson for the Deans’ Distinguished Scholar Award; he 
won! 

• I promoted the spring symposium at Shalyn Claggett’s house; it featured Peter 
DeGabriele, who read us his paper on “Sovereign Politeness: Delicacy, Propriety, 
and Sovereignty in David Hume’s History of England.”  I also organized the fall 
symposium, hosted by Michele Crescenzo and Mike Caprio; this session featured 
Bonnie O’Neill and her paper on “Frederick Douglass: Celebrity, Privacy, and the 
Embodied Self.”  

• I prepared orientation packets for new faculty members Lyn Fogle, Wendy 
Herd, and Andrea Spain.  

• I served as an undergraduate advisor and supported the work of Undergraduate 
Director, Tommy Anderson. 

• I raised $3,005 for the English Advancement Fund through direct appeals to our 
alumni and friends, all of whom received our seventh newsletter, “Rhymes and 
Reasons.”   

• With help from Tommy Anderson and Marty Price, I have prepared the eighth 
volume of “Rhymes and Reasons.” 

• I coordinated visits to our department from James Orr, Director of the Honor 
Code Office; Dean Myers; Caragh Boyles of the Career Center; and David Nolan, 
reference librarian. 

• I visited Ted Atkinson’s class on “Post-Southern Turns” and wrote an evaluation 
of his pedagogy.   

• I wrote a successful proposal to the Provost, arguing for the return of our 
department to Lee Hall in spring 2014, when the renovation of Lee Hall reaches 
completion.  To date, I have also coordinated efforts to move the department to 
Howell Hall in June 2012, when renovation of Lee Hall begins.  Dr. Kelly Marsh, 
acting department head, will oversee these operations in my absence.   
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Goals 
 

Short-Term Goals 
 

1. Promote and support the five-year strategic plan for the department.  The plan 
includes these goals:  

• Strengthening undergraduate advising:  We can best do this by 
following Tommy Anderson’s leadership in all matters related to advising 
and recruiting. 

• Improving communication with current and prospective students as 
well as with graduates: We cannot fail in this area if we follow the 
leadership of Drs. Anderson, Dodds, and Marsh, whose work in advising, 
in providing vocational guidance, and in recruiting has brought us more 
strong students and helped us to retain them.  We must also maintain our 
websites, continue publishing newsletters and brochures, and support the 
efforts of those teaching “English Studies” and “Reflective Writing,” as 
well as the work of those advising students in Sigma Tau Delta. 

• Revising Curricula: We now have four assessment plans: one for the BA 
program, one for the MA program, one for the Comp program, and now 
one for our core-curricular humanities course, EN 2203, Introduction to 
Literature.  If we conscientiously monitor the data generated by these 
plans, we cannot fail in revising our already strong curricula and teaching.  
Results already produced by the assessment plans will continue to guide 
us in our continuing response to our external reviewer and from the 
Provost concerning our 2009 Five-Year Self Study.   

• Now that we have three linguists—Dr. Pizer, Dr. Fogle, and Dr. Herd—we  
must support their efforts to expand the TESOL Certificate program, to 
extend that program to online students, and to revive our Summer TESOL 
Practicum, this time in Peru.  

• Promoting writing across the curriculum: We can do so by continuing 
to promote and support our Writing Center; by offering EN 3313, Writing 
for the Workplace, as a junior-level elective to humanities majors; and by 
making a reality our online certificate program in professional writing.  
Hiring a Director of Writing will also contribute to this effort. 

• Promoting scholarship and community outreach through the 
publication of Jabberwock Review and Mississippi Quarterly.  To 
sustain our achievements in this area, we need to follow the proven 
leadership of our current editors Mike Kardos, Noel Polk, and Robert 
West. 

• Enhancing faculty opportunities for scholarship and pedagogical 
growth.  I will continue to approve special reassignments to help 
professors to complete major projects. 

• Pursuing external funding to improve our facilities and to enrich our 
outreach programs on and beyond the campus.  We have added ‘donor 
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opportunities’ to our website and to the A&S website, and I continues to 
work with the College and the MSU Foundation to pursue major donors. 

2. Complete search for a Director of Writing 
3. Continue to support the Writing Center and its interim director, Sarah Sneed.  
4. Continue to assist Comp Director Ann Spurlock in promoting the professional 

development of instructors, lecturers, and teaching assistants. 
5. Sustain our assessment plans at every level, gathering data from portfolios, 

interviews and surveys. Our data will continue to document the strengths of our 
programs; it will also suggest where and how to revise our curriculum to meet 
students’ needs more effectively. 

6. Continue producing newsletters and, under the direction of Marty Price, revising 
the departmental website, not only to build and sustain morale among faculty, but 
also to recruit BA and MA students.   

7. Support Creative Writing speaker series developed by Richard Lyons and led by 
Katie Pierce and Mike Kardos. 

8. Encourage faculty to expand use of myCourses to enhance their teaching and to 
save departmental resources. 

9. Continue visiting and evaluating faculty to assist them in meeting their goals. 
10. With the help of Dr. Gilmer, put forward our proposal for an online Certificate 

Program in Professional Writing. 
11. Pursue my own scholarship in eighteenth-century studies. 

 
Long-Term Goals: When I return from Kosova in August 2012, I will begin discussions 
with my colleagues concerning leadership of the department.  I will serve for one more 
year or as many as three more years, depending on the will and needs of my colleagues. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


